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STRATEGY FOR LABOUR: A radical proposal, 
by A. Gorz. Translated front the French by Martin 
A. Nicholaus and Victoria Ortiz. Beacon Press, 213 
pp., $2.45.
GORZ is a M arxist who has set him self the  task of en u nciat­
ing a  strategy by which advanced industria l societies m ight 
proceed towards socialism. W hile he concentrates on  the 
developm ent of the workers’ m ovem ent in  the  capitalist 
nations of W estern E urope he  does no t ignore th e  necessity 
for a  sim ilar developm ent in  the  socialist states so th a t 
those societies too  can proceed towards th e  k ind of socialism 
conceived of by M arx.
Gorz’s basic prem ise is th a t th e  hum an  misery and w ide­
spread poverty o f the  19th C entury which gave b ir th  to  and 
n u rtu red  th e  mass m ovem ent for socialism a t th a t tim e can 
no t now be the  basis for a contem porary socialist m ovem ent. 
At th a t tim e th e  m ere affirmation of th e  rig h t to life, to 
adequate  nourishm ent, clothing and shelter, h ad  an  im m e­
diately ap paren t revolutionary content; th e  necessity for 
revolution becam e the  same as the  necessity for living. T oday 
the  satisfaction of these fundam ental needs has lost its p re ­
vious urgency and  hence the  need for basic social change can 
not spring  from this source. T h e  reason for this loss of 
urgency is no t th a t misery and poverty have been elim inated  
bu t because they a re  no t now experienced to  such great 
dep ths and do n o t affect such large proportions o f the 
popu lation  as previously. T hese factors m ust be linked w ith 
the  relative isolation of the  poverty-stricken, th e ir lack of 
racial and  social sim ilarity , th e ir  lack of accessibility to  the  
m edia and th e  inab ility  of th is issue to  catalyse action for 
social change by those wide sections of th e  com m unity w hich 
are unaffected.
Gorz asks the questions: “W hy socialism? For w hat reasons 
will m odern-day wage- and salary-earners see th is as a  goal 
worth striving for?” H e is quick  to p o in t o u t th a t no t only 
do  they no t see socialism as a  necessary goal for th e  reasons 
ou tlin ed  above b u t  they do no t see i t  as a  realisable goal, 
th a t socialism is ra th e r  an  abstract term  th a t no  longer serves
as a mobilising force. Gorz’s contention is th a t capitalism  
in th e  course of its developm ent creates new needs for which 
it is incapable of providing fundam ental solutions even 
though i t  often solves these problem s in  its own way an d  in 
due course in  such a  way as to  m ake th e  system socially 
tolerable. Gorz instances th e  problem s th a t have arisen 
from th e  Common M arket such as th e  im balance and  d ispar­
ity between regions, the  problem s of developm ent, economic 
planning, job-creation, tra in ing  and professional adap tation  
to technological evolution.
B ut in  addition  to these problem s capitalism  has created 
a m odel of consum ption in  which hu m an  prio rities have been 
subordinated  to  the  p rio rities of capital. I t  w ill be  only 
coincidental if th e  investm ent decision reached on  th is basis 
accords w ith op tim um  social o r hum an  needs. Gorz gives 
several examples o f where these criteria  conflict one of 
which is th e  following:—
In 1938 th e  Ph ilips tru s t developed a  fluorescent tu b e  with 
a life of 10,000 hours. P roduction  of these tubes w ould have 
covered existing needs cheaply and  in  a  relatively short 
tim e; am ortisation on th e  o th er h an d  w ould have taken a 
long tim e. T h e  invested capital w ould have been recovered 
slowly and th e  labour tim e necessary to cover existing needs 
would have declined. T h e  Com pany therefore invested ad d i­
tional capital in  o rder to develop a  fluorescent tube  which 
burns for only 1,000 hours, in  o rder th u s to  accelerate the  
recovery o f capital an d  to  realise — a t th e  price  of consider­
able superfluous expend itu re  — a m uch h igher ra te  of 
profit (page 79).
T h e  m odel of consum ption typically found  in  advanced 
capitalist societies is one in  w hich th e  ind iv idual aspires to 
the  possession of a  washing m achine, a  car and  th e  necessary 
wage increase. H e does th is in  response to  a  need which he 
has some chance of satisfying as an individual. O n the  o ther 
h an d  he has no chance of ob tain ing  local, m odern, cheap 
pub lic  laundry  facilities o r rap id  and com fortable m eans of 
transport, parks and  a th le tic  facilities close to  hom e o r even 
suitable housing a t a p rice  h e  can afford. Left to  him self 
therefore (or conditioned to  regard  self-reliance as a virtue) 
he w ill always tend  to  dem and individual goods ra th e r than  
collective services o r facilities — to dem and in  o th er words, 
a m arket economy and a  society of consum ption ra th e r than  
an  economy and a society founded on  service.
T h e  defenders of capitalism  have often po in ted  to the  
en trep reneur and  th e  ro le he  has played in  the  grow th of 
the economy. T h ey  choose to  ignore the  very real social costs 
(such as the  Q ueensland G overnm ent’s build ing  of new  ra il­
way lines for m in ing  companies in  n o rth  and central Q ueens­
land) occasioned by such private  in itiative, th e  ex ten t to 
which these social costs delay o ther u rgen t social investm ent, 
w hat o ther long-run social investm ent th e  p rivate  initiative 
necessarily induces and  w hat a lte rna te  investm ent th e  en tre ­
p ren eu r’s private decision will render possible. W hile 
capitalism  does no t have a  solution to  these problem s m uch 
less a  satisfactory one th e  labour m ovem ent has no t yet been 
able to  define its own solutions and th e  strategy i t  w ould use 
to  achieve them .
T h e  strategy typically adopted  by unions and un ion  groups 
in  A ustralia to im prove the  living standards of their m em bers 
concentrates on  wages and  salaries w ith a tten tion  focussed 
on th e  annual national wage case before th e  Com m onw ealth 
A rb itra tion  Commission. B u t such a  strategy itself is not 
capable of cem enting a  firm  un ity  as betw een th e  various 
groups of wage and  salary earners as evidenced by the 
different bases on  w hich th e  two peak Councils, the  A ustra­
lian  Council of T ra d e  Unions and  th e  A ustralian Council of 
Salaried and Professional Associations, draw  u p  their claims 
reflecting the differing dem ands of their constituents and 
th e ir  members. H ence th is strategy reinforces the  a ttem pts 
by th e  ideologists of capitalism  to  m ain tain  an atom ised 
society in  which th e  citizen is encouraged to  th in k  in  term s 
of his separateness from  the  o th er m em bers o f th e  society
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*nd the supposed uniqueness of his ind iv idual dem ands 
ra th e r th an  in term s of th e  social n a tu re  of his existence 
and the  comm on dem ands which he shares w ith m any other 
m em bers of society. Gorz’s m ain criticism of the  wage 
struggle as a strategy is that capitalism  can absorb any 
blows which will be inflicted on it in the  course of such a 
conflict and th a t from th e  point of view of th e  transfer of 
power it is of lim ited  effectiveness and does no t in any fu n d a­
m ental way challenge the  capitalist m odel of society and the 
values on which it is based.
Of course the  unions in Australia don’t rely solely on  the 
national wage case. Variations to Awards and D eterm inations 
are continually  being sought most often in an a ttem p t to 
increase rates of pay or to im prove conditions. B ut in  any 
case the un ions’ concentration on the  price th e  wage- or 
salary-earner receives for his labour and the conditions under 
which he perform s it is essentially a one-dim ensional a p ­
proach: it sees the employee as an industria l m an o r woman 
in an econom ic system ra th e r than  as a social being in a 
complex economic and social system in which the  citizen 
exists, no t only in one dimension as a worker unconcerned 
about the consequences of his work, bu t as a  p roducer who 
is p roducing specific articles or services for a specific m arket 
and hence needs to be aware of, and is vitally affected by, 
the  o u tp u t o f o ther producers offering sim ilar goods or 
services in th e  same markets. In addition  to his ro le  as a 
p roducer th e  employee is a consumer, he  is a  com m uter, a 
m em ber of a family, a psychological being and  a political 
being and can be m easured in so m any o th er dimensions. 
Because th e  wage and salary earner is a  social being the  
unions need to encourage him to consider him self as such 
and to consider his relationship  to the society a t large. T o  
fail to do so and hence allow the  wage- and  salary-earner to 
continue to conceive of himself as an industria l m an able to 
im prove the conditions of his total existence by struggle 
around  industria l issues narrowly conceived, is to comm it 
the wage- and salary-earner to a struggle he  cannot win. On 
the  one hand  the  capitalist can usually pass on the  cost of 
any gains m ade by the  worker at th e  factory level and on the 
o ther any a ttem p t to translate conditions of social (as distinct 
from industria l) existence into industria l issues is failing to 
come to grips with the real problem . But if th e  wage- and 
salary-earner can be encouraged to see him self as a social 
being and  a t the same tim e to see him self m ore clearly as 
an economic un it which m ust take account of bo th  the 
incom e and expend itu re  sides of his activities, ju st as firms 
do, then it should be relatively sim ple to  interest him  in 
such questions as price, how it is set, by whom and th e  effects 
on it of a m onopolistic or oligopolistic m arket structure , and 
the m ulti-national corporation. As tax is a com ponent of 
price it follows th a t levels of taxation should be exam ined 
and o th er aspects of G overnm ent fiscal policy. T h is leads 
to analysis of the Budget and an exam ination  of th e  Gov­
ern m en t’s priorities for public  investm ent, how this figure 
compares w ith the am ount of private investm ent and to 
w hat ex ten t does all the investm ent satisfy th e  needs o f the 
population  ra th e r than  private  needs.
So the  problem  for the labour m ovem ent in Australia is 
firstly to obtain  the conviction of the  un ion  activists as to 
the  necessity to see the wage- and salary-earner as a  social 
being and secondly to  convince th e  wage- and salary-earner 
of the  fruitlessness of conceiving of him self in any o th er way, 
and thus of using his industrial power to  secure his social 
needs.
Social or collective needs can only be satisfied j n  a social 
way and hence the  necessity for social or collective organisa­
tion in o rder firstly to  articu la te  those needs and secondly 
to act to achieve them . T h u s Gorz is saying n o t only m ust 
the  issues be changed around  which the ba ttle  is waged if 
capitalism  is to be successfully challenged, bu t in  th e  process 
of changing th e  issues men and women will begin to  see 
beyond themselves as individuals and to see themselves as 
social beings. T o  the extent to which they do this they will
have opposed th e  ideology of capitalism  and will have been 
successful in weakening th is underly ing  p illa r o£ its power. 
In Gorz’s view ‘dem ands in  the  nam e of collective needs 
imply a radical challenge of th e  capitalist system, on  the 
economic, political an d  cu ltu ral levels' (page 94) .
W hat Gorz considers as applying in  W estern Europe, n am e­
ly th a t the  labour m ovem ent has no t p u t forw ard goals or 
solutions which th e  popu lation  no t only sees as necessary 
bu t also sees as being realisable, also applies in  Australia. 
In  th is s ituation  i t  is seen as being an  agitator ra th e r th an  a 
force w ith an  achievable a lternate  program m e w hich meets 
the  needs of th e  bu lk  of the population . If  such a  p ro ­
gram m e were proposed then  in  th e  struggle for its realisa­
tion, w hether it be a t the  level of the  p lan t, th e  locality or 
the  state some power over the  p roduction  process, o r  econ­
omic power, will have been gained and  th e  necessary p o li­
tical power to m ain ta in  th a t gain will have been established 
with the  employer, w ith  the  workers directly involved and 
w ith o ther sections o f the  population . For this to  occur the 
struggle to  achieve th e  dem ands will have to  be  waged on 
the industria l, political and cu ltu ral levels against th e  trad i­
tional forces th a t th e  power-holders use such as th e  mass- 
m edia and its opinion-m akers, the  legal system, the  form al 
educators and the  S tate police. T h e  struggle itself will serve 
an  educative function  in  th a t wage- and  salary-earners will 
see th a t they  have th e  ability  in  th e ir own hands to  effect 
the  transfer of pow er and  th a t the transfer is conditional 
upon the  efforts th a t they m ake bo th  to ob tain  i t  and re ta in  
it. As th is transfer occurs (and this transfer of pow er is at 
the base of socialism) socialism will be m ore clearly visible 
no t as som ething in th e  d istan t fu tu re  b u t as a  new k ind  of 
economic, political an d  cu ltu ra l relationship  am ong m en and 
women which is realisable gradually  from the  present 
onwards, which is in  fact being born  by their own actions 
b u t whose survival w ill have to  be fought for continuously 
. against reversionary tactics. T h e  labour m ovem ent should 
therefore define its solutions to cu rren t and  longer term  
problem s in  term s of practicable possibilities a round  which 
the  population  a t its various levels can enthuse, act and be 
successful and thus feel confident th a t if it transfers power 
to the  labour m ovem ent a t the na tional level the  proposed 
solutions to  national problem s will be effective and will 
be acted upon. U n til th is transfer of power occurs and  in 
the  absence of cam paigns around  realisable goals a t the 
lower levels of society the  labour m ovem ent is in  the position 
of appealing for mass support on th e  basis th a t once in 
power a fundam ental so lu tion  to all problem s will be found. 
T h is is an appeal based o n  the  po p u latio n ’s fa ith  in, ra th e r 
th an  their experience of, the  workers’ m ovem ent in  action 
a round  their needs.
From th e  foregoing it can be seen th a t th e  strategy being 
p u t forw ard by Gorz involves the  progressive conquest of 
power by wage- and  salary-earners, a  strategy w hich does 
not however exclude the  possibility of, or even th e  necessity 
for, a  revolutionary  seizure o f power a t  a later stage. Gorz 
is brought to  th is position  because in  his view the labour 
movement in  W estern  E urope no longer has th e  choice as 
between arm ed insurrection  and reform  w ith in  capitalism . 
Gorz is quick to p o in t ou t the difference between reformist* 
and revolutionary reform s the  la tte r being conceived no t in 
term s of w hat is possible w ith in  th e  fram ework of a  given 
system and adm in istration  b u t in  term s of w hat is necessary 
in term s of hum an  needs and dem ands. R evolutionary re ­
forms can be achieved suddenly or gradually  b u t in e ither 
case th e  im portan t p o in t is the  m odification of the  power 
relations which will re su lt in the  devolution of power to 
the  people.
T h is book is a  m ine of thought-provoking m ateria l and
deserves to  be read an d  th ough t abou t by all m em bers of
th e  labour m ovem ent in  A ustralia because of th e  assistance
it can be in help ing  us to find th e  ways of creating a  m ore
hum an society in term s of ou r own institu tions, trad itions
and culture. _  „
G e r r y  P h e l a n
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STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE: A Report ot Crime 
and Punishment in America, prepared for the Ame­
rican Friends Service Committee. Hill and Wang, 
179 pp., $1.95.
Books, w hether by m arxists or non-m arxists, th a t offer 
any genuine insight in to  the role and  functioning of the  
repressive state  appara tus (army, police, courts, prisons, etc.) 
w ith in  contem porary capitalist societies, are notably few. 
Even m ore scarce a re  works endeavouring to m ake a realistic 
assessment of th e  place of the crim inal law in the  transition  
to, and m aintenance of, a tru ly  free and  dem ocratic society. 
Struggle for Justice, a  report by a  working party  of the 
American Friends Service Com m ittee is a  short, b u t in terest­
ing, book contain ing  significant con tributions in  bo th  these 
areas. A lthough n o t based on  any general theory of the  
state, and  therefore seriously defective, the book nevertheless 
presents us with a num ber of accurate and penetrating  obser­
vations regarding th e  day to day adm in istration  and  im pact 
of the American ‘crim inal justice’ system. Much of th is applies 
w ith equal validity to the  A ustralian instance. O f particu la r 
interest, however, is the  section containing the  au thors’ views 
on the  p roper ro le of the  crim inal law under a  ‘ju st’ social 
order. T h e ir  challenging suggestions in  this regard deserve 
the consideration of all progressive-minded legal theorists.
Unlike most liberal crim inologists and social adm in istra­
tors, the  authors view th e  crim inal justice system from the 
perspective of those on  the  receiving end. T h u s, they see th e  
chaos in American courts and the growing sp irit of rebellion 
and unrest in her prisons, not as ‘problem s of m anagem ent’ 
bu t as p a rt of the  increasing overall challenge to  th e  legitim ­
acy of the  Am erican power structure. T h ey  exam ine, a t 
length, the  inequities and repressive functions of the  c rim in­
al justice system; its use to perp e tu a te  the  second-class status 
of m inorities and the  poor; to  com bat d iffering life styles; 
and to silence those who m igh t challenge th e  status quo. 
Beyond this, the au tho rs question the very notions of 
‘crim inality’ and ‘justice’ upon w hich th e  system is based, 
correctly po in ting  o u t th a t the actions which should be 
labelled crim inal, because they b ring  the greatest harm  to 
the greatest num ber, are, in fact, accomplished by govern­
m ental agencies and others in positions of power and in flu ­
ence.
T h e  au thors also note that, despite the obvious and grow ­
ing crisis in the  prisons and the growing clim ate of political 
repression, there a re  few signs of change in  th e  program  of 
those whose business it is to be concerned w ith the  problem . 
These ‘experts’ continue to advance the  well-worn, yet m an i­
festly ban k ru p t reform ist prescription of ‘m ore judges etc. 
for the  courts, im proved educational and therapeu tic  p ro ­
grams in penal institu tions, m ore and bette r personnel at 
h igher salaries, preventive surveillance of pre-delinquent 
children, greater use of p robation ' etc. etc. T h e  prem ise of 
this approach is th e  ra th e r u top ian  notion that, basically, 
all the  program s are  on the  rig h t track and only need to  be 
given a fair trial. In fact, it evades th e  h eart o f th e  problem  
by refusing to  recognise th a t crim inal justice is dependent 
upon, and largely derived from, social justice. As th e  authors 
explain ‘T h e  only solution for the problem  of class and 
race bias in th e  courtroom , or by th e  police, o r by th e  cor­
rectional system, is the  eradication of bias from Am erican 
life’. Personal prejud ice  notw ithstanding ‘discrim ination de 
facto will occur as long as there are gross inequalities of 
status and economy in the larger society’. T h e  commonly 
proposed reform ist prescrip tion  serves only to iron o u t rough  
spots in the  functioning of the repressive apparatus.
As an  illustra tion  for their argum ent, the  au thors seek to 
dem onstrate th a t despite  the  benevolent sounding verbiage 
which usually surrounds it, th e  indiv idual trea tm en t m odel, 
‘the ideological spring  from which almost all actual and
proposed reform  has been derived', has, from its inception, 
been prim arily  a  m eans of m ain ta in ing  m axim um  contro l 
over the  convict population  while assuaging th e  p ub lic  consci­
ence w ith the prom ise of ‘im prisonm ent for reh ab ilita tio n ’ as 
opposed to ‘im prisonm ent for p un ishm en t’. T his, they  claim, 
accounts for its enthusiastic  acceptance, in  th e  face of p e r­
sistent failure, by alm ost all sections of opin ion in every 
area of the adm inistration  of crim inal justice — th e  no tion  
im plicit is the m odel, th a t lawbreakers are somehow sick or 
abnorm al, has possibly been a m eans of h id ing  ‘th e  m ix tu re  
of hatred , fear and revulsion th a t w hite m iddle class P ro­
testant reform ers feel towards lower class persons w ho do 
no t share their m iddle  class C hristian  ethic’. Disguised as a 
h um an ita rian  concern for the  ‘h ea lth ’ of the  law breaker, 
treatm ent actually seeks to enforce conform ity to  this ethic 
of th reaten ing  sub-cultural groupings. For prison adm in istra ­
tions, on  the  o ther han d , the rehabilitative  system has p ro ­
vided justification for unequeitioned  discretionary power 
over those in  th e ir custody. In  any event, th e  m odel is suffi­
ciently vague in concept and  flexible in  practice as to  ac­
comm odate both th e  trad itiona l (punitive) and u tilita rian  
objectives of crim inal law adm inistration .
T h e  common com plain t of reform ers th a t, if  this system 
has no t worked i t  is because of legislative stringency and  
public  apathy, is p lain ly  far wide of th e  m ark . T h e  authors 
establish a  com pelling case for th e ir claim  th a t th e  individual 
treatm ent model is ‘theoretically fau lty ’, system atically d is­
crim inatory in adm inistration  and  inconsistent w ith  some of 
our m ost basic conceptions of ‘justice’. I t  is q u ite  ap paren t 
th a t none of th e  m ajo r problem s a t  h an d  can  be  rem edied 
w ithou t a ‘radical change in  ou r values and a drastic restruc­
tu ring  of ou r social and economic in stitu tions’. For, as the  
authors are at pains to stress ‘the  construction of a  ju st 
system of crim inal justice in an u n ju st society is a con tra­
diction  in term s’.
Still, they are reasonably clear ab o u t th e ir conception of 
the  ideal role of th e  crim inal law given a redefinition of 
crim inality  and a restructu ring  of institutions. Above all, 
they urge the  p rincip le  of restrain t. T h e  law is no t th e  
p roper social instrum ent for solving m ost of the  problem s it  
a ttem pts to solve. T hus, an act should  be proh ib ited  only 
when there  is a com pelling social need to  requ ire  com pliance 
w ith a  p a rticu lar norm , when there  is no  feasible, less costly, 
m ethod of ob tain ing  compliance, and when there  is some 
substantia l basis for assum ing th a t p roh ib ition  w ould produce 
a greater benefit for society th an  sim ply doing nothing. Once 
done, they propose th e  reversal of th e  indiv idual trea tm en t 
m odel and a  re tu rn  to  th e  earlier concept of ‘let the  p u n ish ­
m ent fit the  crim e’. T h e  law, they argue, has n o  business 
concerning itself w ith  the  whole person and  should  deal 
only w ith his crim inal act. Indeed, honesty o f semantics 
here, w ith  the  labelling of all penal coercion as punishm ent, 
would emphasise ra th e r than  reduce the  critical necessity 
of lim iting  its use as m uch as possible. I t  should  only be 
a last resort, where no less stringen t m easures of social 
control and education will suffice. Sentences generally should  
be greatly reduced and uniform ly applied.
Yet the  authors do  no t stop a t th is idealistic form ulation. 
T hey  also suggest a  nu m b er o f ways of reducing somewhat 
th e  im pact of prejudice an d  discrim ination  in  the  present 
crim inal justice system. T hese include suggestions for the  
organisation of oppressed peoples and  abased groups aim ing 
a t self-determ ination, suggestions for ‘m aking the  system 
viable’, com m unity a id  centres and  a prisoners’ B ill of Rights. 
In  all, then . Struggle fo r Justice  is a  stim ulating  an d  valuable 
little  book which, desp ite  its theoretical inadequacies, offers 
im portan t guidelines, no t only for socialists gTappIing w ith 
problem s of the State, b u t  also for a ll those seriously in te r­
ested in  penal reform  in  th is country.
J o h n  C o n n o k
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LET HISTORY JUDGE, by Roy Medvedev, 
MacMillan, pp. 566, recommended price $17.95.
A spectre is h au n tin g  th e  revolutionary left — th e  spectre 
of Stalin an d  ‘stalinism ’.
U nfortunately , the  discussion of the  phenom enon  of stalin- 
ism in  A ustralia  usually takes the form of try ing  to score 
p arty  political points, ra th e r than  a real analysis o f the 
disease. Every pub lication  of the  CPA, n o  m atter w hat the 
topic m igh t be, is greeted by the  trotskyists w ith th e  cry 
th a t i t  doesn’t  analyse the  stalinist past o f th e  CPA. T h e  sup­
porters of th e  SPA prefer to bury the  w hole topic. W ithin  
the  CPA, discussion rem ains on the  level o f w hether A was 
m ore ‘sta lin ist’ th an  B. T h e  m ajor exception in  A ustralia 
to  this m ethod is J . D. Blake’s Revolution  from  W ith in .
I still believe, however, th a t a full analysis of stalinism 
m ust come from th e  CPSU, as T oglia tti po in ted  o u t in his 
'Y alta M em orandum ’. B u t this is im probab le  in  the  near 
fu ture. T h e  investigation committee in to  th e  facts su rro u n d ­
ing K irov’s m u rd er (a central event in th e  stalin ist te rro r ->f 
th e  ’th irties, set u p  10 years ago), still has given no report, if 
i t  has no t been silently disbanded. T h e  decision of th e  22nd 
Congress of th e  CPSU (1961) to bu ild  a  m em orial to  the  
victims of stalin ist te rro r rem ains a dead le tter, as do  o ther 
Congress decisions, decisions of th e  highest body of th e  CPSU, 
and therefore b ind ing  on every m em ber of th e  party , accord­
ing to the  CPSU Constitution.
Roy Medvedev who, together with his biologist b ro ther 
Zhores, is famous for his struggle for civil liberties in the 
USSR, has now w ritten  a book on the  history o f th e  develop­
m ent o f stalinism  and  attem pts to explain  its causes. He 
correctly states ‘th a t it would be a crim e to  rem ain  silent’.
T h e  a u th o r joined the CPSU in 1956, after the  20th C on­
gress, and, in  1962, decided to write th is book. I t  was no t 
com pleted u n til 1968, and  was rejected by th e  Soviet p u b ­
lishers to  whom  h e  subm itted  it. I t  has now been published 
in  the  W est. Medvedev was expelled from th e  CPSU in  cir­
cumstances which suggest a fram e-up.
Medvedev ruthlessly attacks Stalin on  a n u m b er o f counts. 
H e  represents Trotsky, Zinoviev, Kamenev, B ukharin , and 
o th er victims of Stalin as Bolsheviks uph o ld in g  sincere po l­
icies, some of which Medvedev condem ns as incorrect, others 
o f which he considers correct, b u t none of w hich h e  really 
analyses. However, he  refuses to adopt th e  ‘all o r no th in g ’ 
a ttitu d e , an d  adm its Stalin’s positive features, where they 
existed in  his opinion. As h e  writes:
‘T h e  impression should no t be created th a t S talin’s activity 
consisted only of crimes and mistakes. I t  was Stalin who
perfected the  a rt o f classifying his opponents ' m istakes in 
such a way as to  ignore th e ir services and to stress no t onlv 
their real mistakes, b u t  also im aginary ones.’
Medvedev is able to  use m any sources no t readily  available 
in  th e  W est, and some completely unknow n in th e  W est: 
m em oirs of old Bolsheviks, of returnees from th e  camps, 
local newspapers, etc. Some of these can obviously no t be 
checked by au then tical Soviet sources, and may well be 
attacked on th a t ground . B ut they have the  ring  of tru th  
abou t them , as has th e  N ew  York T im es  rep o rt of K hrush­
chov’s ‘secret speech’ to  the  20th Congress, for which there  is 
also still no official Soviet source.
Anyone who is concerned w ith the  tru th  of w hat happened 
in the Soviet U nion in  th e  Stalin era should read  th is book. 
I t  is packed w ith facts showing th e  developm ent of stalinism . 
U nfortunately, I cannot say th a t th e  analysis of th e  causes is 
as deep as one w ould hope. Despite the  q u o tation  of H arold  
M acM illan in  the p u b lish er’s b lu rb  th a t Medvedev is a  
‘m arxist-leninist’, his analysis does no t go beyond th a t o f the  
civil liberties fighter th a t he  is. W hile giving all credit to 
the  courage of the  Medvedev brothers, this book will not 
advance our understand ing  of why stalinism  developed.
Medvedev basically argues th a t th e  cause was Stalin 's d e ­
p a rtu re  from the tru e  p a th  laid  dow n by Lenin. B u t this 
does no t explain th e  repetition  of the  phenom enon, w ith 
national variations, in  C hina, R om ania, C uba, etc. Again 
and again, CP leaders accuse th e  form er leaders of having 
usurped power and concentrated pow er in to  th e ir own hands 
(Poland, USSR, etc.). Is there  some aspect o f th e  leninist 
party  which leads, o r  a t least facilitates, this ‘d icta to rsh ip  of 
the  leader’ replacing  the  ‘dictatorship  of th e  p ro le ta ria t’? As 
a loyal m em ber of th e  CPSU, Medvedev refuses to  face these 
questions. Lenin was always righ t, and  the  deviations from 
L enin’s course are th e  trouble.
I t  is u n fo rtu n ate  th a t the  editors have decided to  delete 
certain  p a rts  of the  book as being repetitious o r unnecessary. 
Despite the  length of the  book, it w ould have been preferable 
to leave i t  to th e  reader to judge this, as such judgm ents are 
always subjective. T h e  way in  which Russian names are 
translated is also ir r ita tin g  to anyone fam iliar w ith Soviet 
publications, e.g. Yoffe, the  Soviet dip lom at, becomes 
Ioffe, etc.
B ut, all in  all, th is is a  ‘m ust’ for anyone who wishes to 
learn m ore facts ab o u t the  history of the  CPSU than  those 
contained in  th e  official text books. T h e  analysis of stalinism  
still awaits a  full m arxist treatm ent.
H e n r y  Z im m e r m a n
Democracy fir Socialism —  continued from page 34
and to take power from the masses, will apply  th e  rigors 
o f th e  law. B u t the  very im portan t question  is th a t o f free­
dom  for the  toiling masses themselves. In  socialist society, 
there a re  contradictions which do no t come from  th e  class 
enemy, b u t which are produced by th e  structures o f social­
ism. D ifferent opinions arise w ithin socialism and th e  po li­
tical system of socialism m ust offer means by which these 
can express themselves, by which correct solutions m ay be 
found in  a  dem ocratic m anner, by which th e  confrontation 
of view points and discussions may be fostered. I t  is in  this 
fram ework th a t  dem ocratic freedoms (lim ited, m angled and 
falsified by th e  bourgeois regime) can take on  a new d im en­
sion in  socialism.
In  seeking new possibilities for socialist transform ation, 
we are aw are of all we owe to the  socialist countries begin­
ning w ith the O ctober revolution. W e reaffirm  o ur class 
solidarity w ith these countries. O n the o th er hand , we 
have doubts as to w hether i t  is possible on  th e  basis of 
experience of certain  socialist countries — however glorious 
it may have been — (and denying the  experience of o th er 
socialist countries) to  establish general, obligatory laws for 
the  build ing  of socialism. For, e ither it is a m atte r of 
generalities which everyone in terp rets to his taste (which 
does no th ing  to raise the  prestige of our theory); o r  th e  
“a  priorism ” of such laws can im pede a decisive aspect of 
m arxist analysis: th e  concrete analysis of concrete situations.
T h e  Com m unist Party  of Spain bases itself on  th e  fu n d a ­
m ental conception of M arx and Lenin of th e  "d icta to rsh ip  
of the  p ro le taria t” . T h e  word “d icta to rsh ip” creates a  p ro b ­
lem because the usual sense in Spanish of the  word “dicta-
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